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Eighty	  pieces	  from	  the	  former	  Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection,	  	  
a	  key	  figure	  in	  the	  world	  of	  Art	  Deco	  

	  to	  be	  sold	  at	  auction	  on	  
Saturday	  26	  March	  2022	  at	  2	  p.m.	  

	  
On	  26	  March	  Montpellier’s	  auction	  house	  will	  be	  hosting	  the	  last	  sale	  of	  objects	  collected	  by	  Jeanne	  
Tachard	   (1870-‐1963).	   The	   name	   of	   this	   milliner	   –	   who	   was	   a	   close	   friend	   of	   Jacques	   Doucet,	   a	  
primitive	  arts	  enthusiast	  and	  an	  unconditional	  patron	  of	  Pierre	  Legrain	  –	  is	  indelibly	  associated	  with	  
the	  Art	  Deco	  movement	  for	  her	  avant-‐garde	  artistic	  choices,	  for	  her	  universal	  aesthetic	  vision	  and	  for	  
her	  relations	  with	  the	  movement’s	  artists.	  
	  
"If	   there	   is	   one	   person	   who	   encouraged	   Pierre	   Legrain	   to	   fully	   express	   his	   talent	   as	   an	   interior	  
designer	  with	  more	   freedom	  than	   Jacques	  Doucet,	   it	  was	   the	  milliner	   Jeanne	  Tachard	   (1870-‐1963)"	  
writes	   Laurence	   Salmon	   in	  her	  magnificent	  book	  on	  Pierre	   Legrain	  published	  by	  Editions	  Norma	   in	  
December	  2019.	  

	  
Friend	  of	  Jacques	  Doucet	  and	  loyal	  patron	  of	  Pierre	  Legrain	  
	  
Jeanne	   Tachard,	   a	   cultivated,	   fascinating	   and	   independent-‐minded	  woman,	   known	   as	   “Jita”	   to	   her	  
close	   friends,	   was	   married	   to	   an	   upper	   middle-‐class	   industrialist.	   In	   1907	   she	   acquired	   a	   fashion	  
salon,	  Suzanne	  Talbot,	  on	  rue	  Royale	  in	  Paris	  where	  she	  made	  a	  good	  money	  making	  and	  selling	  hats.	  
Despite	   her	   success,	   Jita	   abandoned	   her	   business	   after	   the	   death	   of	   her	   only	   son,	   a	   brilliant	  
polytechnician	   and	   pilot-‐aviator	   who	   died	   in	   aerial	   combat	   in	   1917.	   Relieved	   of	   her	   professional	  
activity,	   she	  devoted	  herself	   to	  art,	   collecting	  African	  art	   such	  as	   these	   seats	  being	  offered	  at	   the	  
Montpellier	  auction	  house,	  whose	  shapes	  and	  forms	  so	  much	  inspired	  Pierre	  Legrain.	  With	  Fashion	  
Designer	  Jacques	  Doucet,	   to	  whom	  she	  was	  very	  close,	  Tachard	  shared	  a	  quest	   for	  novelty.	  On	  her	  
advice,	  Doucet	  hired	  André	  Breton	  as	  a	  reader,	  while	  Jacques	  Doucet	  introduced	  her	  to	  Eileen	  Gray	  
who	  made	  furniture	  for	  his	  house	  in	  Sainte-‐Maxime,	  but	  also	  for	  Juliette	  Levy	  who	  subsequently	  took	  
over	   the	   Suzanne	   Talbot	   fashion	   salon.	   But	   it	  was	   the	   style	   of	   Pierre	   Legrain	   that	   Jeanne	   Tachard	  
adopted	  in	  her	  various	  residences:	  at	  41	  rue	  Emile-‐Menier	  in	  the	  16th	  arrondissement	  of	  Paris,	  where	  
she	  lived	  from	  1963	  until	  her	  death,	  and	  especially	  in	  her	  house	  in	  Celle-‐Saint-‐Cloud,	  where	  Legrain	  
took	   care	   of	   the	   interior	   decor	   down	   to	   the	   smallest	   detail,	   from	   the	   furniture	   to	   the	   taps,	   and	  
including	  the	  garden,	  which	  he	  designed	   in	  a	  similar	   fashion	  to	  his	   intricate	  bookbinding	  work.	  The	  
house	  became	  a	  ‘total	  work	  of	  art’.	  
	  



	  
Salons	  of	  the	  villa	  in	  Celle-‐Saint-‐Cloud,	  1923-‐24.	  	  

Jeanne	  Tachard's	  African	  collections	  alongside	  creations	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain	  	  
(Source:	  LEGRAIN	  by	  Laurence	  Salmon,	  Editions	  Norma)	  	  

	  
	  

Simplicity	  and	  international	  culture	  combined:	  
Jeanne	  Tachard’s	  taste	  through	  her	  collected	  objects	  
	  
The	  80	  objects	  from	  Tachard’s	  collection	  offered	  for	  sale	  by	  the	  children	  of	  her	  adopted	  son,	  Bernard	  
Segond,	   illustrate	   her	   taste	   for	   the	   arts	   and	   crafts	   of	   Africa	   and	   Asia	   with	   pieces	   that	   served	   as	  
models	  for	  the	  creations	  of	  Pierre	  Legrain.	  They	  also	  recall	  her	  links	  with	  artists	  of	  the	  1920s	  such	  as	  
Foujita,	  and	  her	  passion	  for	  the	  decorative	  arts	  via	  a	  rare	  rug	  by	  Eileen	  Gray.	  
	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  and	  Jacques	  Doucet,	  brought	  together	  by	  fashion	  and	  their	  mutual	  quest	  for	  novelty,	  
shared	  very	  similar	   tastes.	  But	  although	   Jacques	  Doucet	  was	  exemplary	   in	  his	  pictorial	  choices,	   the	  
presentation	  of	  his	  works	  was	  classic	  and	  somewhat	  congested	  while	  Jita	  had	  a	  much	  more	  radical,	  
refined	  and	  minimal	  approach.	  Her	  universe	  was	  incredibly	  modern.	  She	  admired	  and	  recognised	  the	  
artistic	  beauty	  of	  foreign	  creations,	  far	  from	  the	  predative	  and	  colonial	  vision	  of	  her	  time.	  	  	  
	  
Several	   pieces	   of	   African	   art	   dispersed	   during	   this	   sale	   served	   as	   models	   for	   Pierre	   Legrain,	   as	  
evidenced	   by	   the	   studded	   seat	   of	   the	   Ngombe	   people	   (estimated	   €8,000/15,000)	   which	   inspired	  
Legrain	  to	  create	  the	  curved	  seat	  made	  for	  Jacques	  Doucet,	  currently	  kept	  in	  the	  Virginia	  Museum	  of	  
Fine	   Arts.	   Likewise	   for	   the	   Dahomey	   seat	   (estimated	   €5,000/10,000)	   which	   dominated	   the	   living	  
room	  of	  her	  futuristic	  villa	  in	  Celle-‐Saint-‐Cloud,	  and	  which	  was	  above	  all	  the	  model	  for	  the	  curule	  seat	  
presented	   at	   the	  Salon	   des	   artistes	   décorateurs	   in	   1924	   and	   the	   curule	   seat	   kept	   at	   the	  Angladon	  
Museum	  -‐	  Jacques	  Doucet	  Collection	  in	  Avignon.	  
	  
Also	   included	   in	   the	   collection	   is	   a	   Punu	  mask	   from	  Gabon,	   evoking	   the	   spirit	   of	   a	   young	  woman	  
returning	  to	  visit	  her	  clan.	  The	  white	  masks	  of	  Gabon,	  which	  are	  reminiscent	  of	   Japanese	  art,	  have	  
always	  attracted	  the	  interest	  of	  Western	  collectors.	  
	  

	  



Pieces	  of	  African	  art	  that	  served	  as	  models	  
for	  Pierre	  Legrain’s	  creations	  
	  

	  	  
Studded	  seat	  of	  the	  Ngombe	  people	  
Estimate	  €8/15,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  	  

Pierre	  Legrain	  collection	  -‐	  Curved	  seat	  made	  for	  Jacques	  Doucet	  
Virginia	  Museum	  of	  Fine	  Arts	  
©	  Richmond,	  Virginia	  Museum	  of	  Fine	  Arts

	  

	  

FON	  throne	  –	  Former	  kingdom	  of	  Dahomey-‐Benin	  
Estimate	  €5,000/10,000	  

Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  
Pierre	  Legrain	  



Curule	  seat

	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Punu	  mask	  	  
Lumbo	  -‐	  Gabon	  
Dimensions:	  H.	  0.35	  cm	  
Estimate:	  €6,000/10,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  

Asia	   is	  also	  very	  present	   in	   Jeanne	  Tachard’s	   collection,	   like	   this	  pair	  of	   toads	   in	   turquoise	  ceramic	  
with	  a	  silver	  base	  by	  Puiforcat	  (estimated	  €2,000/3,000)	  and	  the	  dining	  room	  chairs	  in	  red	  lacquer	  of	  
Chinese	   imperial	   inspiration,	   (estimated	   €12,000/15,000	   for	   the	   suite	   of	   eight).	   In	   echo	   of	   the	  
collection,	   an	   18th	   century	   Chinese	   tray	   of	   imperial	   provenance	   will	   also	   be	   presented,	   from	   the	  
Tachard	  Johnston	  Collection	  (estimated	  €10,000/15,000).	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Four	  of	  the	  eight	  chairs	  in	  red	  lacquer	  
of	  Chinese	  imperial	  inspiration	  
Estimated	  €12,000/15,000	  for	  the	  
suite	  of	  eight	  seats	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
18th	  century	  Chinese	  tray	  of	  imperial	  
provenance	  
Estimated	  €10,000/15,000	  
Tachard	  Johnston	  Collection



Paintings	  framed	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain	  
	  
Pierre	  Legrain	  also	  had	  a	  particular	  way	  of	  framing	  canvases	  in	  a	  style	  that	  resembled	  his	  bookbinding	  
approach.	  In	  1924,	  Jacques	  Doucet	  acquired	  Picasso’s	  Les	  Demoiselles	  d'Avignon	  and	  commissioned	  
Pierre	  Legrain	  to	  frame	  the	  work,	  which	  is	  now	  in	  the	  collections	  of	  the	  MoMA	  in	  New	  York.	  Several	  
paintings	  from	  the	  Jeanne	  Tachard	  collection	  have	  their	  original	  frame	  made	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain.	  This	  is	  
the	  case	  of	  an	  oil	  painting	  by	  Francisco	  Gutiérrez	  Cossío	  (1894-‐1970)	  titled	  Les	  Poissons,	  exhibited	  at	  
the	   Galerie	   La	   Renaissance	   in	   1929	   (estimated	   €30,000/45,000),	   and	   a	   beautifully	   balanced	   cubist	  
canvas	  by	  Angel	  Zarraga	  (1886-‐1946)	  framed	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain	  with	  two	  pine	  boards,	  constituting	  a	  
visual	  extension	  of	   the	  work	   (€30,000/50,000).	  The	  collection	  also	   includes	  works	  by	  Moïse	  Kisling,	  
Jean	  Lurcat	  and	  Foujita,	  an	  artist	  whom	  Jeanne	  Tachard	  knew	  well.	  
	  

	  	   	  
	  
Francisco	  Gutiérrez	  Cossío	  (1894-‐1970).	  Oil	  on	  canvas	  Les	  Poissons,	  original	  frame	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain	  	  	  
Presented	  in	  1929	  at	  the	  Galerie	  la	  Renaissance	  (photo	  on	  the	  right)	  
Estimate:	  €30,000/50,000	  -‐	  Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  	  
	  

	  	   	   	  
	  
Angel	  Zarraga	  (1886-‐1946)	  	  
oil	  on	  canvas	  35.5	  x	  27	  cm	  
Original	  frame	  by	  Pierre	  Legrain	  	  
Estimate:	  €30,000/40,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  

	  
FOUJITA	  (1886-‐1968)	  
Young	  woman	  
Signed	  ink	  27.5	  x	  16.5	  cm	  
Estimate:	  €3,000/5,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  	  

	  
FOUJITA	  (1886-‐1968)	  
Young	  woman	  in	  a	  bonnet	  
Signed	  ink	  28	  x	  19.5	  cm	  	  
Estimate:	  €3,000/5,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  	  



	  
The	  Decorative	  Arts	  	  
	  
The	   last	   section	  dedicated	   to	  Decorative	  Arts	   contains	  more	   intimate	  objects	   such	  as	   this	   series	  of	  
aluminum	  napkin	  rings	  made	  by	  Legrain	  for	  his	  friend	  Jita	  (estimate:	  €1,000/1,500)	  or	  this	  modernist	  
dresser	   from	   the	   sublime	   villa	   Les	  Vingt	   Pins	   à	   Sainte-‐Maxime	   that	   no	   longer	   exists	   (estimate:	  
€1,500/2,500).	  About	  that	  villa,	  Rose	  Adler	  said	  "The	  taste	  here	  is	  considerable	  in	  all	  its	  details,	  in	  its	  
long	   purified	   lines.	   It	   is	   the	   work	   of	   an	   accomplished	  woman...	   she	   has	   created	   perhaps	   the	  most	  
beautiful	  house	  on	   the	  coast…	  An	  efficient	  and	  succinct	  approach	   that	  was	  highly	   representative	  of	  
her	   era”.	   The	   Montpellier	   auctioneers	   will	   also	   be	   offering	   a	   pair	   of	   armchairs	   by	  Marcel	   Coard	  
(estimate	  €3,000/4,500)	  from	  the	  Villa,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  rare	  rug	  by	  Eileen	  GRAY,	  an	  equivalent	  of	  which	  
was	  part	  of	  Karl	  Lagerfeld’s	  collections	  (estimate	  €10,000/	  €15,000).	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Eileen	  GRAY	  (1878-‐1976)	  
Brown	  wool	  rug	  with	  a	  greige	  geometric	  border	  motif	  	  
and	  a	  triangle	  -‐	  276	  x	  100	  cm.	  	  
Estimate	  €10,000/15,000	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  	  
	  

Eileen	  GRAY	  (1878-‐1976)	  
Woven	  raw	  wool	  cushion	  decorated	  with	  bands	  
56	  x	  63	  cm	  
Estimate	  €2,000/3,000	  	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  Collection	  	  

	  	  	  	  
Marcel	  Coard	  –	  pair	  of	  armchairs	  in	  bayadère	  fabric	  in	  woven	  
cotton,	  wooden	  legs.	  From	  the	  winter	  garden	  of	  the	  villa	  Les	  
Vingt	  Pins	  in	  Sainte-‐Maxime.	  	  
H:	  73	  x	  75	  x	  68	  cm	  	  
Estimate	  €3,000/4,500	  

Modernist	  school	  -‐	  Chest	  of	  drawers	  in	  wood	  veneer	  and	  white	  
lacquered	  plywood	  -‐	  Art	  Deco	  period.	  
H:	  95	  -‐	  Length:	  120	  -‐	  Depth:	  45	  cm.	  	  
Provenance:	  Villa	  Les	  Vingt	  Pins	  in	  Sainte	  Maxime	  Estimate:	  
€1,500/2,500



	  
Jeanne	  Tachard	  and	  her	  adopted	  son,	  Bernard	  Segond,	  August	  1951	  
Tachard-‐Segond	  Collection	  
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